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THE CHIEF SPEAKS

I applaud the effort by circuit
and probate court staff to de-

velop a court newsletter. Tak-

ing the time to include articles
of interest and share accom-
plishments is a worthy endeav-
or. There is much that we can
point to with pride, with still
many challenges ahead.

Public Satisfaction Surveys
In 2013, the court was required
to conduct a public satisfaction
survey. It was the first time
that SCAO required all courts
to participate. We enlisted the
assistance of local students
from Bendle and Flushing
High Schools. Mark Kalandyk
and Jim Bauer recruited the
students.

The results of the survey show
that 99% of the responders
indicated that they were treat-
ed with courtesy and respect

by court staff, 95% felt that
the judge or referee treated
everyone with respect and 98%
felt safe in the courthouse.
We will again participate in a
public F
satisfac-
tion sur-
vey No-
vember
17-21,
2014.
Five con-
secutive
days are
required
this year, with a scaled down
number of questions.

E-filing
SCAO is in the final stages of
working with the legislature to
pass a law that will permit trial
courts to embark on e-filing.
This is a revolutionary step

and will require judicial and

court staff decision making and
collaboration. Itis the future

of the court.

A number of e-filing pilot pro-

jects were
authorized

by SCAO

over the last

several
years.

Wayne, Oak-

land, Ma-

comb and a

few others
have gone

before us to develop best prac-
tices. No additional pilot pro-

jects will be authorized, as
SCAO concentrates on a
statewide solution.

Child Care Fund Audit

I am also pleased to announce

that court passed the Child

Care Fund Audit. This is an
annual event, conducted by
DHS, to determine if the court
is complying with the require-
ments associated with permissi-
ble expenditures from the Child
Care Fund.

These funds are used to
underwrite a portion of the
operational costs of the
juvenile probation department
and for juvenile placement
services. A successful audit
includes appropriate court
orders entered in a timely
manner and documentation of
the delivery of services.

The Family Division Judges,
Referees and Staff are to be
commended for a job well done.
In future editions, I will share
with you other information of
interest to judges and staff. —cj
rby

ADMINISTRATOR CORNER

Hearsay will feature an article in
each edition by either Jim Bauer,
Probate Court Register & Admin-
istrator, or Barbara Menear, Cir-
cuit Court Administrator.

Court staff may wonder why a
local administrative order [LAO]
is required for various court prac-
tices and processes. More precise-
ly, when is one required and how
is it obtained.

Trial courts may issue administra-
tive orders governing internal
court management, pursuant to

MCR 8.112(B).

The Chief Judge is required to
submit a proposed LAO to the
regional State Court Administra-
tive Office for review. If ap-
proved, the court is notified.

If the order is not approved, dis-
cussion may follow to address any
drafting concerns. Once approved,
the LAO is numbered by year and
number, for example #2014-1. The
submission and approval process
is conducted via e-mail.

An approved LAO must be pro-
vided to the office of the circuit
court clerk for public inspection.

The new court website features all
local administrative orders for the
current year and selected ones
from previous years.

#2014-5] addresses how the Pro-
bate and Circuit Courts will re-
spond to “Inclement Weather or
other Emergency” that may in-
clude closing the courts.

The staff sections of the order
mirror the resolution passed by

the Genesee County Board of
Commissioners relative to general
county operations. The court
specific sections relate to jury

¢ Thank you to Keith Francis,

Controller, Cindy Carnes, Pur-
chasing Manager, Ray Zanke,
Director of Building and
Grounds, and the Genesee
County Board of Commission-
ers for getting the steps at the
Beach Street entrance fixed.

¢ The Probate and Circuit

Courts will partner on the pub-

HEARSAY

lic satisfaction survey, No-
vember 17-21. Individual
staff may be asked to assist.

4 Adoption Day is Tuesday,
November 25, 2014.. This
celebration is always a happy
day at the court. It high-
lights the adoption process.

trials in progress and jurors re-
quired to initially report on a day
for which the court may be closed
due to weather or other emergen-
cy.

The first LAOs for each year set
forth the days that the court will
be closed for recognized holidays
or furlough days.

If an LAO is submitted on behalf
of more than one court in the
county, the number will include a
“J” to reflect that it is a joint
order. -bmenear

4 There were 16 suggested titles

submitted for the court news-
letter. The committee selected

Hearsay.

4 Remember recycling is back.

Note the items that are per-
mitted. Be a responsible recy-
cler. Click here for more infor-
mation.


//genprt2/programs/Gifford/Newsletter/recycle Flyer.pdf
http://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/2014-05J-Inclement-Weather-Closing-Policy.pdf
http://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/2014-05J-Inclement-Weather-Closing-Policy.pdf
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On September 22 the circuit
court launched a new web

page which
KEY WEBSITE FEATUR| %ncludes.
¢ Online register of actions Interactive
¢  Weekly judicial schedules features
¢ E-Mail contact information and mo.re
for select court staff dynamic
¢ Internal search engine tools. The
¢ Online payment capability webpage
developer,
The Spen-
cer Agency,

guided us through this pro-
cess by assisting with how to
write relevant web page con-

NEwW WEBSITE LAUNCHED

Visit the site at www.7thcircuitcourt.com

Q’ 7 JUDICIAL

s L4

Payment

tent, overall organization and adding
graphics and photos.

One of the main purposes of the new web-
site was to share information in a user

“This practice
allows for
consistency
across cases and
it can also be a
very effective
method in
reducing
continued
delinquency.”

WHAT’S THE RISK? (CONT’D.)

The YLS (for short) is a 42-
item questionnaire, used in
conjunction with other col-
lateral contacts and docu-
ments, that translates into
4 levels of re-offense risk —
low; moderate; high; and
very high. Our primary
focus is to evaluate the
youths’ needs and develop
case plans through a uni-
form and objective lens.
This practice allows for
consistency across cases and
it can also be a very effec-
tive method in reducing
continued delinquency. It

At the same time that
technology evolves, the

This increased demand
for court technology led
us to create another tech-
nical support position.
David Combs is the new
Court IT Technician. He
started in late September
and is located next to
Rob Gifford on the 2nd

floor. We are excited to

HEARSAY

way we work changes too.

further allows for the en-
gagement of the youth and
provides an opportunity for
parents to assist in reducing
their child’s risk level. As
case plans are developed,
we promote the natural
supports that many fami-
lies have yet we must also
address any impediments to
treatment engagement.
Lastly, we must recognize
that the proper dosage of
treatment is essential.

The functionality of this

tool is much more robust

now have a court technolo-
gy team!

This positions us to become
a “court of the future” so
that we can stay abreast of
the technological innova-
tions that undoubtedly will
be coming our way.

He will assist Rob Gifford
with courtroom operations,
video conferencing and oth-
er issues related to court
technology support.

friendly manner and to
enhance navigation and
access.

There are links to self-help
legal assistance resources
and email contact infor-
mation for requests for
ADA accommodations and
interpreters.

Social media has also been
incorporated into our site.
Court announcements and
information for the public
will be shared on Twitter
and Facebook.

than simply aiding in deci-
sion making and case plan-
ning. It can drive many of
the structural decisions in a
juvenile probation depart-
ment. Risk assessment
tools can assist Family Di-
vision Judges and Referees
by identifying youth with
low risk scores who may be
suitable for diversion. Like-
wise, it can also identify
high risk youth and aid in
the development of pro-
gramming and resource

allocation. —dmelton

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT - Introducing David Combs

Dave comes to us from a
mental health support ser-
vice agency known as Con-
sumer Services where he was
an IT specialist.

He is a senior at UM-Flint,
majoring in computer infor-
mation systems.

If you have not met him,
please take a moment to
stop and introduce yourself
and make him feel welcome.

—jpatsy


http://www.7thcircuitcourt.com/
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHT: Where did the cannons come from?

The cannons on the grounds of the
Courthouse Square were used in the Civ-
il War to guard Washington D.C.
Governor William Crapo was from Flint
and served as the Governor of the State
of Michigan during the Civil War.

The cannons were decommissioned and
then returned to the birthplace of Gov-
ernor Crapo, where they have stood ever
since.

The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil
War continue to be the caretakers of the
cannons. They were recently painted
and the bases repaired.

The triangular collection of civil war
cannonballs were recast during the
Courthouse Square Restoration Project

and paid for by private donations.

The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil
War were honored by the Genesee Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners in 2013 for

their commitment to honor the memory

of those who served in the military dur-
ing the Civil War and for their steward-
ship to the cannons on the grounds of
the courthouse.

Attorney Don Shaw is active in the or-
ganization and holds a leadership posi-
tion.

A plaque on the first floor honors those
who made a donation to the cannonball
restoration project.

Previous cannonballs were lost or stolen
over the years. The current cannonballs
are welded together and present a formi-
dable mass to deter theft. -bmenear

CROSSWORD PUzZZLE

HEENENEE

DOWN:

Click HERE to open the puzzle

ACROSS:

1. One who gives a deposition.

2. Types of personal property as op
posed to real property.

3. A person named in a will to carry
out its terms, that is, to execute
the will.

4. Refers to the prevention of a
judge from hearing a case. This is
proper when any interest may
impair the ability of a judge to
decide the case in a fair and im-
partial manner.

5. A written order requiring a person
who is addressed to do some speci-
fied act, generally connected with
his or her duty as a public official.
Latin, “we command.”

6. An injury or wrong committed
against the person or property of
another, arising out of the viola-
tion of a duty established by law

1. A verdict issued by a judge at the conclusion of a civil jury trial when a party has not presented sufficient evidence to estab-

lish a necessary part of the case. A

verdict is issued in response to a motion brought by a party.

2. The act of sending a person to a prison, reformatory, mental hospital or other facility, pursuant to a court order.

w

The reversion of property to the state when a person dies leaving no heirs.

4. The verbatim record of proceedings in a trial or hearing.

HEARSAY

—ecarter


//genprt2/programs/gifford/Newsletter/1st puzzle questions.pdf

